Cad. Saúde Pública 2019; 35(6):e00246818 conventional cigarettes to facilitate initiation and thus nicotine addiction 9 . In electronic cigarettes were described about 8,000 flavours 10 .
This combination has led to a considerable number of American schoolchildren addicted to nicotine. Considering that e-cigarettes can be the gateway to conventional cigarettes, since after one year of vaping these youngsters run a four times higher risk of starting to smoke regular cigarettes, and also increase the risk of future marijuana use 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 .
Another controversy that surrounds these products is their use in cessation treatment. Although some data suggest a possible increase in cessation rates, the published data are still not sufficient to claim that electronic cigarettes are an effective method to quit smoking 16 . However, the UK House of Commons Science and Technology Committee recently released a report, according to which these products could be used for cessation and may be contributing to the reduction in the prevalence of smoking and that they pose less risk than conventional cigarettes 17 .
However, the report that backed the House of Commons' position was harshly criticized in an editorial in The Lancet 18 on the following grounds: non-scientific references 19 , few references 18 , problems in the formation of the groups of expert consultants 18 , no attention to serious caveats in one reference 20 , and conflicts of interests in the main reference 18 . This indicates the size of the controversy still surrounding these products.
In Brazil, the prevalence of e-cigarette use is very low 21 due to the ban since 2009. However, online marketing of these products has been common despite the ban, even large department store chains sell e-cigarettes freely to children and adolescents; and even the sanctions and fines from the by Brazilian Health Regulatory Agency (Anvisa) do not seem inhibit these stores.
Data show that the decrease in smoking rates has stagnated in Brazil. Even more serious is that smoking prevalence among young people 18 to 24 years of age in the country's state capitals increased from 7.4% to 8.5% 22 between 2016 and 2017.
One factor that may have contributed to the increase in the number of young smokers is the widespread marketing of e-cigarettes via internet.
Thus, these products can quickly reverse tobacco control policies if more stringent regulatory measures are not taken.
Even though the ban on electronic smoking devices may have effectively protected Brazil from the Juul epidemic among youth, stricter measures should be taken against the sale of such products, besides seeking the means to prevent large retail chains from continuing to challenge the national health authorities and to keep these products from undermining Brazil's successful tobacco control policy.
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